HADHRAMAUT   HISTORY

Then Ma'n bin Zaida ruled over die Hadhramaut for the Abbasides and
compelled the people to wear their black dress.

Hadhramaut remained loyal to the Abbasides till 263 (A.D. 877) but when
their dynasty came to an end it was independent until iTemen tribes
occupied it as well as Aden in 410 (A.D. 1019). There were three Yemeni
dynasties until in 745 (A.D. 1344) the Al Yamani of die Al Tamim occupied
Tarim. At this time there were three ruling tribes, the Tamimi, the Nahd
and the Saberat, and the first two are still important. In 894 (A.D. 1489)
the Kathlris began to rise to power and gained fame under their great
leader Bedr Bu Tuweirak, but his people were not loyal to him and in his
time the Portuguese came to Shihr. He brought mercenaries from the
Zeidis of Yemen, the Yafa'is, and Turks from Suleiman the Magnificent,
and from this rose another period of Yemeni domination and two Yafa'i
dynasties, that of the Kasadis and the present one of the Qu'aitis.

In 1246 (A.D. 1830) 'Umar bin 'Awadh al Qu'aiti was a soldier in the
army of the Nizam of Hyderabad. He had lived in Shibam and sent his
family from India to Qatn. At this time all the small villages round Qatn
were Yafa'i but Shibam was under the Al 'Isa Kathlris, ruled over by Sultan
Mansur.

Sultan Mansur, however, had no money so he sold half the town of
Shibam to the Qu'aitis of Qatn and both he and they ruled in the town.
On the occasion of the 'Id'al Fitr the Yafa'is went to visit their relations
in Qatn and Sultaa_Mansur killed all the Yafa'is who remained in Shibam,
declaring that the country was his. This was the beginning of the Qu'aiti-
Kathiri trouble. Fighting was continual but the Kathlris were more
powerful. Some of the Yafa'is then sent a mission, to 'Umar bin 'Awadh in
India and it was for this reason that he sent ids three sons to live at Qatn,
He also sent soldiers who besieged Shibam for sixteen years, during which
the inhabitants were reduced to mating leather. At last the Seiyids of Al
'Aidarus were called in to arbitrate and they decided that the' Qu'aitis
should have one half of Shibam and the Kathlris the other half. This
was agreed to and in 1274 (A.D. 1858) Shibam was divided.

Sttftan Mansur, however, was not satisfied. He prepared a certain
house for a feast and placed gunpowder in the building and then invited tke
Yafa'is to dinner, including the three sons of? Umar bin 'Awadh with their
slaves. But they were warned of what was to happen, so one of the sons
sent an excuse saying that they had received good news from their lathe*
and were celebrating the occasion. However he sent small grotijps of
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